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FRANK MILNE. 

FRANK MILNE died early in January, 1933, after seven years of 
patient suffering in a hospital for consumptives. He came to the 
Hermitage, N.Z., as a young porter in 1914. Under Peter Graham's 
influence and tuition his excellent natural qualities quickly 
developed, and he became a splendid guide both in technique and 
temperament. He was badly gassed during the war, but returned 
to the mountains, hoping that mountain air would repair the damage 
to his lungs. He became in time Chief Guide at the Hermitage, with 
a reputation that kept him constantly in demand. He never 
spared himself, and it was the superhuman effort he made to satisfy 
all those who clamoured for his services which led directly to his 
breakdown. Among his exploits were ten ascents of Mt. Cook, 
including the one and . only winter ascent with Mr. R. L. Wigley 
and Norman Murrell. 

Reserved by nature, he could not suffer fools gladly, still less 
could he a bide a shirker : he inspired the guides under his charge, 
who gave him of their very best. He had a keen sense of humour, 
and a large fund of anecdote of his adventures, which he could seldom 
be induced to narrate. The more one saw of him, the greater grew 
one's admiration for him as a mountaineer and affection for him as 
a man. His early and tragic collapse he was barely forty when 
he died is felt as a severe personal loss by all those who had won 
his friendship. 

H. E. P. 

NEW EXPEDITIONS. 
• 

[Owing to want of space, the account of M. Blanchet's ascent of 
the Zinal-Rothhorn is postponed to the November number. Editor.] 

Bernese Oberland. 

GROSS DoLDENHORN, 3650 m. 11,976 ft. By the s. arete. 
August 16- 18, 1932. Herren W. Stosser and F. Kast. 

It is only the upper and more level portion that can be described 
as 'the S. arete,' i.e. that part commencing at point 3498 m. (new 
Siegfried). Below theW. cliffs of the said arete lies the little In der 
Gabel Glacier separated by a buttress or ridge falling towards the 
said glacier from the true S. face of the mountain. This S. face is 
one tremendous clean-cut slab, seamed here and there with almost 
invariably shattered ribs supporting many towers and pinnacles. 
The above-mentioned 'Gabel' buttress is separated from the true 
S. arete by a deep ravine or gap. Consequently a direct way from 
the south must be sought to the conspicuous tower of the S. arete, 
point 3498 m. 



j -· r 

Photo, JV chrli ] 

GIL DoLo.E~HOH~ , S. FACE A~D 
A 

A RETE. 
[ 'l'o jfla p . 152. 



152 New Expeditions. 

From Selden in the Gasterntal the party mounted a dried-up 
torrent bed to the slopes of the so-called Schwarzdoldenschafberg. 
Their jntention was to bivouac at the base of the S. face rocks and, 
on the following day, traverse this portion to the E. to seek a possible 
way of clambering up the great slabs straight to point 3498 m. 
Accordingly, bivouacking in a recess at a height of about 2400 m., 
in the early hours of the next day they turned across the great 
hollow, the termination of a gully plunging downwards from .the 
gap between points 3358 and 3498 m. (new Siegfried). Many 
falling stones. To the right, E., of the hollow was now descried a 
steep couloi~ breaking off into an overhang in its lower portion. 
This couloir (or chimney) seams the precipice and leads upwards 
straight towards point 3498 m. It was used for the assault. 

The lower portion of the said chimney was turned by a ledge to 
the right and was then itself climbed with varying difficulty for a 
considerable time. Eventually, the chimney bifurcating, the party 
took the right or E. branch. This terminates in an overhanging, 
narrow and shattered crack, which was climbed with quite extra
ordinary difficulty for a rope's-length. Higher up snow somewhat 
facilitated progress and on the right now lay the cliffs of point 3498 m. 
The party next took a chimney above the snow leading to a kind of 
notch extremely rotten rocks. This notch then led easily to the 
vertical rampart of point 3498 m. The S. edge of this tower was 
mounted with the greatest possible difficulty, first straight up, then 
to the left, then back again to the right to a minute platform over 
(beyond) the edge, affording standing room. From this pia tform 
straight up by a shattered crevice to an insecure stance. The next 
vertical step was scaled to a kind of recess in the wall. The party 
now turned to the left a great detached block, clambering thence 
towards an ill-defined ledge leading slightly downwards and ending 
some 35ft. further on in a cave. By a chimney in the cave's inner
most recesses they mounted a short distance, eventually pulling 
out to the right over smooth slabs to a boss. Bivouac. 

Continuing on the next day and clambering over many steps, they 
attained point 3498 m. The climb along the S. arete provides no 
extreme difficulties, but owing to unfavourable strata and general 
glazing is exceedingly long. The various gendarmes were climbed. 
All these could however possibly with no gain of time be turned 
by the W. slope. The summit was reached about 13.00 hrs. on 
August 18. Communicated. 

• 

0ESCHINENHORN, 3490 m. 11,451 ft. By the s.w. arete. 
August 20-21, 1932. Herren W. Stosser and F. Kast. Proceeding 
via the Oeschinen Glacier, the party was compelled through bad 
weather to bivouac in the rocks of the Friindenhorn, instead of on 
the Oeschinenjoch as planned. From the pass the S.W. arete 
rears upwards in a series of lofty steps towards the summit. The 
first step was climbed by keeping a little to the right, S.E., of the 
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crest. Afterwards the crest itself was followed to the highest, 
impossible-looking step, which was overcome by a crack to the left, 
N.W. Next followed an excessively difficult turning movement, over 
vertical and practically holdless rocks, to a recess under the over
hanging and cut-off crack. The narrow crack was mounted with 
extraordinary difficulty to a platform on a great rocky boss under 
another overhanging cut-off. Turning to the right, first over steps 
then back again to the left, the edge was regained and progress 
along the crest became easier. All the following lofty steps were 
scaled direct but without encountering the difficulties of the great 
step. The summit of the peak was attained at 17.00 hrs.
Oommunicated. 

Tibet. 

MINYA KoNKA, ca. 24,000 ft. First ascent. October 28, 1932. 
Messrs. Terris Moore 1 and R. Burdsall. 

The party, Messrs. Moor.e, Burdsall, A. Emmons, and J. Young, 
attained the range via Shanghai and Tatsenliu on September 19, 
camping on the Tibetan or W. side. They found by a reconnaissance 
that the eastern or Chinese slope of the mountain was hopeless, so 
accordingly returned, determining to assault the N.W. ridge, 
apparently the only feasible access. A base camp was form.ed in a 
high meadow close to the N.W. ridge at 13,800 ft. The native porters 
were taken to the snow line, ca. 17,000 ft.> where Camp I was formed. 
Camp II was pitched on the ridge, after very hard going, at 19,000 ft. 
By extremely heavy back-packing by the Americans themselves, a 
light camp was established at 20,000 ft. (Camp III), whence a height 
of 22,500 ft. was attained, and the party returned to the lower camps 
or base to recuperate and collect provisions. Returning to Camp III 
and the weather still remaining fine, a further light camp (Camp IV) 
was established at ca. 21,500 ft. Here one of the party, Emmons, 
injured himself with a knife and was unable to accompany Moore 
and Burdsall. These, leaving Camp IV at 03.40, proceeded in the 
dark by flash-light, reaching their previous highest point at 08.00. 
Henceforward, by the steep but nowhere complicated N.W. ridge, 
steady progress of some 250 ft. an hour enabled the party to attain 
the summit in perfectly clear weather at 14.40. The American and 
Chinese flags were there hoisted, many photographs taken, and the 
top evacuated at 15.40. Camp IV was attained in complete darkness. 

The base was attained in 1 ~ days more, all camps being cleared en 
route. 

The party appear to have experienced very fine weather throughout 

1 Mr. Moore is well known for his first ascents, in company with the 
late Allen Carpe, of Mts. Bona and Fairweather in Alaska (A.J. 42, 
321 ; 43, 69- 74, 221-31). Mr. Moore has also made the ascents of 
Sangay and Chimborazo 17,464 ft. and 20,498 ft., respectively in 
Ecuador. 
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the ascent and rarely experienced temperatures below 0° (F.). The 
wind was fearful and but for the possession of Arctic ' parkas ' the 
party could hardly have proceeded higher than 20,000 ft. A.s related 
elsewhere (pp. 160-1), they unfortunately suffered much from frost
bite. Communicated. 

(It is hoped to publish a full account of this very remarkable ascent 
later. Ed~:tor.] 

VARIOUS EXPEDITIONS. 

Bernese Oberland. 

GsPALTENHORN, 3442 m. = 11,293 ft. By the S. face and E. 
arete. September 5, 1932. Herr 0. Brugger with Hans Kohler,'jun.1 

• 

Photo, A. Klopfenstein.] 

GSPALTENHORN, S. FACE, SHOWING 1932 ROUTE. 

Leaving Obersteinberg at 03.00, the party attained bergschrund at 
base of S. face at 06.30. They climbed up to the depression between 
the Tschingelspitz (3318 m.) and Gspaltenhorn. Thence they 
climbed the E. arete of the latter to the foot of first great gendarme 
(approximately route of the Gysi-Mottet party, 'S.A.C.J.,' 1918, 
p. 67), which they turned by the S. slope. They descended into the 
S. couloir (Hasler's route 'A.J.' 21, 232-3, with illustration) at 

1 Of Meiringen, said to be one of the very best of young Oberland 
guides. 
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